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cost of living. When farmers were guaranteed feed prices for cereals
under the Corn Production Act, 1917, a wages board was also ap-
pointed to fix minimum wages for agricultural workers. These
wages were recommended by county wages committees, and could
vary from district to district.
The committees first fixed wages in September 1918. In Oxford-
shire they were 30^. per week, or nearly twice the pre-war level.
Both the cost of living and agricultural prices, however, had risen
by more than this. The cost of living continued to rise, and wages
were further increased. In 1921 they reached their maximum, 46^. a
week, nearly three times the 1914 level. By this time, however, the
cost of living had begun to fall, so that real wages were higher than
before the War. In September 1921 the first cut in wages occurred.
Before the end of the year, however, the Corn Production Act was
repealed, and the wages board passed out of existence. Thereafter
wages fell faster than the cost of living, so that in 1924 the minimum
agricultural wage in Oxfordshire, 25^. per week, represented less real
goods than in 1914. In 1924, under the Agricultural Wages (Regula-
tion) Act, a new agricultural wages board was set up. This board,
however, unlike its predecessor, merely gives statutory authority to
the decisions of the county agricultural wages committees. These
committees, the real bodies to fix agricultural wages, consist of an
equal number of representatives of employers and workers together
with two impartial members appointed by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture.
In Oxfordshire the appointment of the county committee resulted
in the increase in the minimum rate of wages by $s. to 30^.- per week
—compared with an average rise for the country as a whole of 3^. 5^.
The rate was not altered until March 6th, 1932, when it was reduced
to 28j\ per week. On February 4th, 1934, it was raised by is. to 29^.
weekly, on May 6th, 1934, by a further is. to 30^. weekly, on March
4th, 1935, to 3IJ-. 6^. weekly, and on September 2yth, 1936, to
32J-. &d. weekly.1 Real wages, which before the Agricultural Wages
(Regulation) Act was passed had been 8 per cent, lower than before
the War, were some 10 per cent, higher in 1925, about 32 per cent,
higher in 1932, before wages were reduced, and 38 per cent, higher
in 1936.
The movement of wages in Oxfordshire has been, on the whole,
similar to that in the country as a whole. Throughout the nineteenth
century agricultural wages were lower in the agricultural areas of the
south-west than in the northern industrial area and the south-east.
1 See Appendix I, note 31.

